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a kingdom of freedom, and this means a kingdom of
those who have realised for themselves their member-
ship in it. Thus it may be seen that the Christian
idea of God as self-revealing suggests, or contains
implicitly in it, the solution of the problem which
Plotinus vainly endeavoured to solve by distinguishing
the immanent from the transeunt or outgoing opera-
tion of the Divine Being.

This idea, however, was at first only implicitly
contained in Christianity, and its full evolution is to
be found only in the history of the development of
Christian doctrine and of the philosophy which arose
out of it*